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Twentieth Century club celebrates 100th anniversary
By BD Tharp
“Women do not grow old by living a
certain number of years. They grow old by
deserting ideas and hope. Years may wrinkle
the skin, lack of enthusiasm wrinkles the
soul.” – Author Unknown
Peggy Church, Twentieth Century
Club president, says that quote sums up
the Wichita institution that celebrates its
110th Anniversary in May.
The May 5 celebration will include a
fashion show featuring styles spanning
the last century, an audiovisual history
of the club presented by Phil Fish and an
interview with founder Louise Caldwell
Murdock as portrayed by Liz Hicks. Local
television personality Larry Hatteberg will
interview Murdock/Hicks.
Founded by Louise Caldwell Murdock on January 3, 1899, the Twentieth

Century Club was created to “support
literary, educational and scientific undertakings and support of the fine arts
in Wichita.”
The club which began with a membership of more than 100 has impacted not
only the women of Wichita but the city
itself. The influential women who have
made up the club have left their mark on
the judicial and penal systems, improved
schools, helped with city beautification
and zoning and aided the women’s suffrage movement.
The club survived and grew in
membership during World War I, the
Depression, World War II, the Korean
War, Cold War and the Vietnam War. It
has contributed to the Wichita community through art exhibits, concerts, civic
theater, extension courses, social events

and supported numerous philanthropic
projects through it all.
In 1923, the Club purchased the
Colonial Revival style home of Judge
R.A. Sankey at 536 N. Broadway. After
remodeling, they opened what would be
the first permanent headquarters for a
Wichita women’s club. During renovation an assembly room, a dining room,
lobby, kitchen and pantry were added
to the downstairs area. The upstairs was
remodeled as a suite for the Club’s resident
secretary. Club membership grew to more
than 600 in that year.

In 1925 an addition behind the original
structure was built to connect the original
home to a planned auditorium.
The auditorium, built in 1931 at a
cost of $50,000, has a seating capacity of
700, with 450 seats on the ground floor
and 250 in the balcony. The original
green leather seats are still in use today
and the club’s original logo can still be
seen on the front curtain.
“The building is a Registered Historic
Landmark,” said Ruby Weixelman, past
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“When our Nana’s not spoiling
us she is selling
houses.”
• She is a Senior Specialist!
• She has special training.
• She understands your needs.
• 30 years experience.

Free Monthly Caregiver Support Group Meetings

Please call her today!
Diane Z. Park
Prudential Realtors
636-2323

“

K nowing others are
experiencing the sa me issues
as me has given me more
confidence in my skills to
provide for my loved one.

”

Prairie View
Support Group Participant

Find education, mutual support and problem-solving at these meetings for adults aged 60+.
Moundridge - Memorial Home, 86 22nd Ave., 2:30-4 p.m., 1st Monday
Wichita - Prairie View at Legacy Park, 9333 E. 21st St. N, 3-4:30 p.m., 1st Tuesday
Andover - Life Care Center of Andover, 621 W. 21st St., 2-3:30 p.m., 1st Wednesday
Newton - Prairie View Osage Room, 1901 E. First St., 3-4:30 p.m., 2nd Thursday

For more information, call Joan Brubacher, LSCSW,
at 316-284-6400 or 1-800-362-0180.

20th Century Club members Ruby Weixelman, Donnie Edwards, Peggy
Church and Delores Moon gather to share the history of the Wichita
organization celebrating its 110th anniversary in May.
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Adult Day Care
Welcome to Life Care Center’s Adult Day Care Program, where
families in need of security, freedom and peace of mind have found
a caring, sensitive and stimulating environment for their loved one,
based on individualized care.
• Open Monday through Friday,
8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Weekend
program available
• Private dining and living areas
• Private entrances
and parking
• Breakfast and lunch available
• Bedrooms available for rest or
naps
• Edgemoor Alzheimer’s Support
Group—morning and evening
sessions offered.

Please contact Dessie Thompson for your personal tour

622 N. Edgemoor •Wichita, KS 67208
(316) 686-5100
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Organization left its stamp on 20th century and beyond
Continued from page 12
president and current recording secretary.
The club was praised for providing
employment at the height of the Depression, using local architects and a local
construction company and purchasing
materials from local merchants.
Donnie Edwards, historical researcher,
said community need drove much of the
early philanthropic work of the club.
“They raised money to build a library
in the meatpacking and stockyards area of
the city. At the turn of the century, schools
were using a bucket and dipper for boys
and girls to drink from. They raised money
for the more sanitary drinking fountains
to be installed.”
This group of women pushed for
change that wasn’t always appreciated by
the men in the community. “They fought
for separation of juveniles from adult jail
offenders, and a matron for the women
prisoners so they could also be separated
from the men,” said Edwards.
In 1909 the club played a role in early
public health efforts, providing funds to
employ a nurse to make home visits in
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the
fast growing city of Wichita. And in

1919 they brought Ross Crane from the
Chicago Art Institute to lecture in order
to raise money to plant trees to beautify
the city.
From 1925 through 1941 the Club
printed a newspaper called the “Twentieth
Century Limited” which featured the first
movie ratings and articles about members
and current events. Beginning in 1929 Rea
Woodman sponsored extension courses for
club members in creative writing, crafts,
calligraphy and fine arts.
“In World War II the members sold war
bonds at Buck’s Department Store and
worked at the Red Cross,” said Edwards.
The weekly membership meetings focused
on how members could use food rations
and more efficiently run a home during
the war.
“The parlor was popular for weddings
during the 1930s and 1940s. And during
the 50s and 60s members enjoyed teas,
dances, luncheons, bridge parties, plays
and musicals. It was the ‘in’ club,” said
Church.
Over the years the membership raised
money for philanthropic projects by
holding yard sales, spaghetti dinners, selling cookbooks and a popular “Night on
11:40 AM Page 1
Broadway” revue. In the 1960s and 1970s

the membership swelled to 900.
“The Club has always been a great place
for fellowship,” said Edwards.
Although their numbers have dwindled—current membership is about
85—members are proud of their social
and educational programs and the support
they provide to the local community. The
weekly meetings include a luncheon followed by a program that may range from
book reviews to performances by local
musicians, presentations by community
groups, or fashion shows.
“The programs keep us young,” said
Edwards. “There are programs on everything.” The topics included in their weekly
meetings alternate through the following
departments: American Home, food, art,
community enrichment, image &fashion,
literature and music.
With shrinking membership, the Club
sold its building in 2004 to a local group

interested in using it for community events,
music and theater productions. The new
owners are restoring the house to its former
glory, along with an expansion of restrooms
and improvements to the sound system.
The 20th Century Club members still meet
there every Tuesday and hold programs and
cultural events in the historic building.
The membership used the proceeds
from the sale of the building to provide
scholarship funds for WSU Music Endowment, WSU School of Nursing, Friends
University and Newman University and
provided support for Wichita Public
Schools fine arts programs, the food bank,
Victory in the Valley and the YWCA Crisis Center. They partnered with Sunrise
Rotary to build a handicapped accessible
playground in Sedgwick County Park.
The Twentieth Century Club is a
Wichita institution that has outlasted its
name, surviving into a third century.

mom & dad’s day specials

$100 off scooters and

You take out your friends.

We’ll take out the trash.
At Presbyterian Manor,
we take care of chores and
maintenance so you have more
time to do what you like.
If you don’t like cleaning,
we’ll do it. If you don’t feel like
cooking every meal, eat with
neighbors in our dining room.
Here you have the freedom to
do whatever you enjoy!

Call Amy today for a
personal tour.

316-942-7456
Wichita
4700 W. 13th St.

T

presbyterianmanors.org

power chairs
$100 off lift chairs
$ 50 off rollators (walkers w/

wheels, brakes, seats)
n o w t h r o u g h 06/20/09

home med
316.683.5330
6217 E 13th N

register to win
luxury microsuede

PRIDE LIFT CHAIR
$1,000 Retail Value
PERFECT FOR DAD’S DAY

drawing 06/17/09

13th & Woodlawn

pharmacy
316.683.5621
Wichita, KS

