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Local playwrlght draws on Kansas roots for stories

By BD Tharp

Wichita playwright Joyce Markley
hit a memorable milestone this year: she
finished writing her thirty-third play. Her
farming roots—she grew up in Caldwell,
south of Wichita on the Oklahoma
border—have given herawonderful crop
of memories to draw from and incorporate
into her writing.

“There were six of us kids and we all
worked outside. It was an easy way to
grow up — playing in the dirt, feeding the
chickens, driving the tractor. We took
turns milking. It was a well-rounded edu-
cation on how to put meatand vegetables
on the table,” Joyce said.

“I really admire my mother, she was
the most intuitive, knowledgeable, kind
person. She was my first teacher and was
even-keeled and fair.” Her father made
an impression with his special effort to
make life better for others in the com-
munity. “He once told me that ‘in the
end all that really matters is the love of
family’,” she said.

Joyce was 20 when she married and
began teaching kindergarten. She later
taught firstand second grades in Wichita
schools. She'd write plays for the class-
room, making sure that every student
had a part. “I love little kids, they are
generally the best people,” she said.

“When I wasa child I always wanted to
be a teacher. I had the kindest and fairest
first grade teacher who let me help.”

When her daughters were born Joyce
quit teaching to stay home with them,
volunteering often in the community. It
was after she attended a writer’s seminar
that she started writing plays. She likes
to write plays that zero in on everyday
heroes, the challenges of environmentand

Joyce Markley

survival, families and relationships.

The Apartment of Many Windows is a
musical she wrote with Michael Chriss
and Rudy Love. “There were at least 14
actors, but we expanded it to fill a large
stage.” She’s currently writing a musical
with a lawyer who is also a “wonderful
musician.”

About half of her plays have been
staged in Wichitaand surroundingareas.
Being able to see them on the stage and
the actors who make the play come alive
is a great joy.

Several of her plays are set in the Ko-

rean War era and have been directed by
Community Theater’s Phil Speary. “He
identified with my stories, the feeling, the
characters and the era.”

Her latest completed work is called
Mind Scripted, and is about cell phones
and how they have control over us. “It’s
in four vignettes, the before and then the
after — with a twist,” she said. Signature
Exploratory Theater & Arts, Inc. (SETA)
and patron Deametrice Eyster will pres-
ent Mind Scripted in August at Wichita
Community Theatre under the direction
of Mary Lou Phipps-Winfrey.

Markley founded and has directed
SETA, a small non-profit, created for the
main purpose of showcasing local talent
and has introduced many new acts, ac-
tors, musicians and visual artists during
its first decade. “It has donated those art-
ists money and opportunity toward their
needsand dreams of performing,” she said.
Joyce is also a member of the Dramatists
Guild of America, the Fine Arts Advisory
Board at Wichita State University and the
Kansas Writers Association.

An avid reader, Joyce finds that books
have a way of becoming friends and she
likes to keep them around. She enjoys
reading non-fiction and biographies and
thinks thatshe learnsimmeasurable things
from all sorts of people.

“Every life hasastory,” she said. “They
are all interesting but some people keep
them hidden. I truly hope that mature
people will write their own stories, it is
so important.”

When Joyce isn't writing or attending
plays, she enjoys spending time with her
family.

Joyce is proud of her family. “The best

compliment I've ever received was that
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If you are currently paying for your prescription drugs with your
own hard-earned dollars, there's a very good chance you may be
paying too much!

Prices at all pharmacies are NOT the same, and the best deals are
not always found through the mail or at the big discount store or
even at the neighborhood drugstore. Just because someone tells
you he's giving you a discount doesn't mean you can't buy the same
thing for a lot less someplace else. And don't be fooled into thinking
you're getting the best deal possible because you're taking generic
drugs. Prices of generic drug prescriptions can vary dramatically
from pharmacy to pharmacy.

We offer very competitive pricing on ALL prescriptions. We
DON'T play games with prescription prices and we treat all
customers fairly and equally.

If you want to be treated fairly and be confident that you're getting a
very good price day in and day out, we invite you to call us for pric-
ing on your prescriptions. We'll give you our everyday price without
asking your name and we won't ask what you're currently paying
until after we give you our price. (A pharmacy that won't reveal their
price until you've told them what you are currently paying is not

giving you an honest price.)

We ask that you seriously consider giving us the opportunity to be
your pharmacy. People in the Midwest have been trusting us
with their prescription needs for 112 years. There's a good
reason for that trust, we're consistently fair and we don't
play pricing games.

Once you discover our prices, you'll really appreciate our service.
For instance, if you have to send in your own insurance claims for
payment, we'll do it for you, automatically, every time you get a pre-
scription filled. Of course, we also offer free mailing of prescriptions,
drug interaction screening, patient profiles, pre-approved charge
accounts and 24-hour emergency service.

Call us at 1-800-443-5409

Get price quotes and order refills online at www.arbuthnotdrug.com

Arbuthnot Drug Company
1806 Main Street * Belleville, KS 66935

1-800-443-5409

“Every life has a
story. They are all
interesting but some
people keep them
hidden. I truly hope
that mature people
will write their own
stories, It 1S SO Im-
portant.”

Joyce Markley

my girls are as nice as they are beautiful,”
she said. “My oldest daughter Carrie
Moore isa teacher at St. Thomas Aquinas
school. She teaches 7* grade and loves
to create thought in her children and see
it in their work,” she said. “The young-
est, Audrey Heiland is an out of the box
thinker. She’s very creative and does
interior design. They complement each
other, help each other, and appreciate
each other’s talents.”
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Manor, Inc.

58 Bed Nursing Facility
412 S. 8th
Conway Springs, KS 67031
Janice May, SSD

(620)456-2285

Www.springviewmanorinc.com
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Fees Included!
e Choice of 5 Caskets  * Hearse

* Viewing & Visitation * Body Removal
e Chapel Service * Embalming

e Graveside Gathering * Hairdressing

e Traditional Obituary * Cosmetics
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Fees Included CREMATION
N Choice of 3 Urns

We GUARANTEE the BEST

0O PRICE on ANY Casket
Seen Anywhere

w We Deliver to All Funeral Homes

All Faiths
Mortuary & Crematory

2850 S Seneca

Across from St. Anne’s
Catholic Church

524-1122




