
Into the

Looking
Glass

Vortex marbles are so intr iguing that you

can t help but stare into them and wonder how

they are made. Local art ist, Alan Fullr ich is the cre-

ator of the vortex marbJes showcased at BeadazzLed in

Old Town Square. Like Alice fal l ing down the Rabbit Hole, you

can get lost in the depth of the swirl inC colors and reflections of l jght.

55A"" yo,, "..11y
that a floor can't

be a ceiling?t !
-M.C. Escher

"l startwith a slass rod the diameter of a penny,
gather colof on the end, and twist it to make the
vortex,' explains Alan. 'When you burn otr the
rod that leaves you with the lens of the vortex."
Butthe process is anything butsimple.

'The vortex is an illusion created during the
shaping of the marble,'says Julie Freige,
Beadazzled owner 'The marbles are made of
Borosilicate glass, which is like Pyr€x. lt\ stiffer
and harder, plus more difficult to work wlth, bui

yea6 and enioys the creative outlet. "l slarted
blowin€glass at City Arts," he says. "Now I have
theequipmentat  home, l ts  qui te an investment
to purchase a torch, kiln, oxygen and propane."

Every Saturday evening is Op€n Torch Night at

Beadazzled, so the experienced cransperson
can create works of an ai an hourly rate, Julie
also otreB beginnin€ lamp work (slass bead
making) classes periodkally.

The shop displals thevortex marblesas wellas

a pl€thora ofdistinctive handmade glass b€ads

and artwork. 'Orcanic beadsareinspked byna-
ture,'Julie says. "ltt mor€ ofafteeform design
and oneof myfavorite mediums.' The important
thing to remember, sh€ warns the consumer, is
to use kiln-annealed glass to prevent crackingor
breaking, especially when using soft elass like

thatwhich is used to makejewelry beads.

sure
also

asyou work it, you get Corgeous colors."

Alan, a commercial property man
acer by day, had seen the marbles
elsewhere and decided to try his
hand at making them. h lot of
itis trialand error,'he says. He
also makes pendants and hearts
using a process he describes as
an 'implosion.' He heats theou!

side of the glass to make it slump Those interested in glass art - artists, students,
educators, collectoB or gallery personnel - can
find encouragement and supportwith The class
Art Society (CAS). The Wichita Art Museum is
a member and has a substantial collection of
glass artwork on display. C

.BD THARP

and swallow the object, encasing
it. "l like to mak€ big focal type

beads, and ldid somejelly rish
in the marbles, too.'

Hes been working wjth
glass ior six or seven
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