
Sue Scott Smith

Emma Chase Cafe
''lve lived mary places in the United States,
but nothlng has ever compared hvorably, in
the ons haul, to Chase County," says sue Scott
Smith, owner ofthe Emma Chase Cafe.sue was
born in chase County and raised in cottonwood
Fal ls . ' lwasgone for  37 years,  and returned i r
1999. We took over operatlon of the cafe in
1998, with a rriend in charge."

Emma Chase is a fictional character created
by the filst two cirls who origlna ly opened the
care in 1982. While on vacation in Missouri,
sue had her photograph taker ir costume at
the Old Time Studlos and let her photograph
assume the Emma identjty. "When ioLks ask ir I
am Emma Chase, I normally answer, No, but I
have the hat and the dress ard I can get there

Next doof to the cafe is the Emma Chase
GeneralStore where they sella variety orjams,
lellies, relishes, fudge, jewelry, kitcher towels
and dishes. 'Everything ln a jar ln the store is
made by my staff and myself ir the kltchen at
the Emma Chase Caf€,' Sue says. 'And lt all
began with the apple butter lts a secfetiamily
rec ipel 'The d ispays are a colect ion ofant ique
cabinets, tables and an od stovei giving the

At the end of the cobble stoned N4ain street
is the historic Chase county courthouse, which
overlooks the actlvities in town. Every Friday
nicht music is performed by ocal and visiting
musicians fiom Wichlta, Kansas Cjty, and asfar
away as Australia. The music began the fiBt
Friday night in october of 1999, sue says.

For information about the Emma
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She ard severaL friends were
reminlscinC about the barn
and platform dances and m'rsic
from the past. One day lmyfriend]
Charley said to me, For a quane( Id
put a sigr up sheet in the barbershop to see
whod be interested in comine to a jam set
sionl" 5o, Sue took a quaner from her pocket.
On thatfirst Fiday right l2 musiciafs showed
up and 24 people came to lister.

The next month they made soup and hosted a
serve yourself meaL. lt €rew from there ifto a
"Friday Ni€ht catfish Fry at the Emma Chase
Cafe.'They make music every Friday, wlth
the exception of Rodeo weekend. 'We play
outslde wh€n the weather permits, ard were
inside in the wintertine,' sue says. There! a
Hamburger Party every wednesday, Antique
Auto Breakfast on the second Sunday, ard
a Fly'ln at the Cottonwood Falls Airport the

Her entrepreneurial spirit doesr't stop there.
She's been hostinC a Biker Breakfast at the
cafe since 1999. She's lnvolved ln th€ Flint
Hllls Folkllfe Festival, the Prairie Fire Festival,
the monthly contra Dances, Second Saturday
events, chase county christr.as, cottonwood
200 Bicycle rjde and the Chase County
Broomweed Festival, which fo lows thewlnfield
Blue Crass Festival so you can "wean yourseli
slow y" from the musjc.

'A couple of us locally decided that we didr't
want to participate in the recesslon, and the
Contra Dances and the Second Saturday
everts needed a p€rmanent hone. So, whef

business space to foLks who wanted a
small busifess, but coudnt othemise aficrd
a location on Main Street, so the cooperative
idea was born. They each work a couple of days
a month so they dont have to hlre employees,
and pay a small flat monthly ree to cover rent
and utilities. 'lts a bunness on a shoestr ng,
but it worksl' Sue says. They sell antiques,
qullts, clothing and other needlework, jewelry,
woodcrafts and much more.

Sue has four sons who al reside in Texas. 'lve

taught quilting in several difierent places. Ive
owned my owr quarter horse business, and
worked as a secretary and bookkeepen I went
back to the univeEity to become a Registered
Nu6e, and worked as a nure ln Texas ior several
years, aswellas the Director of Nurclne in a lonc'
term heaLth care hcility. When I retired I came
back home to Kansas to operate the caf€.

As a child, Sue was enamored with the mer'
chants who came to town every mornrng to
open theirshopsin Cottonwood FalLs. She lived
a haliblock from downtoM and watched thelr
cominc and going. 'lm thorouchly enioylng
belnc a business pe6on on Maif Street, she
says. iAnd llove to promote Chase County.'

she also enjoys readin€ and sewirC. 'l can t resist
beautitultubric. lmust touch ll. And any klnd of
chocolate is a lery close second,' she said. C
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the cou{house offices vacated
the old municipa bullding, I
leased rhe bulldinc ftom the
city, Sue says. They adveF
tised ard se ected several F irt

Hills artists ard crafts p€ople
who had sonethinc interestrng

to offer The plan was to provide a

Chase Caf6 and events in Chase County visit r,{wr,!.Emmachasecafe.com.


