
A partnershlp with the Southern Poverty
Law Center allowed them to address

antiSemitism and intoerance in its larger
cortext. So far, thisprogram has been used in

more than 98,000 schooLs. reachir€ neary l0
nrillion students.'No child should suffer huncer,
loss ordeath due to prejudlce, says Klein.

After the I 999 Columblne shootings in Colorado
the Kleirs were asked to speak at the memoria
dedlcation. 'we embraced the suruivins kids,"
saysCerda. "There was so much hatred goinc or
that children were being kiled. lt doesn't need

she and her husband Kurt created

Through a partneEhlp with Tlme
CLassroom, the Keir Foundation
created stand up, speah out, Lend
o t/ord, a mu timedia educatiofal
proeram that shares the Kleirs'
experiences wjth high school
students across the llnited
States teaching the importance
or respect, fesponslbillty and
acceptance of dlfferences.

Gerda We i ssm a n n Kl e i n i:i'"ff ii5:['"lii: ::ili: #J?#
Author, Historian, Survivor and Inspiration

5 5 nse, a ctritanood friend
of mine, once found a rasp-

berry in the concentration

camp and carried it in her

pocket all day to present to

me that night on a leaf.

Imagine a world in which

your entire possession is

one raspberry and you give

it to vour friend. ! !
-Gfrda lvcissrnrun Kleir)

Cerda Weissmann Kein has dedicated her life
to easins human sufferins. She shares her story
ofthe Ho ocaust and the horro6 or being Jorced
into slale labor at the age of 15 and sent to
a successiof of WWll concentration camps,
culminaUng in the 550-mie death march where
a chidhood friend died in her arms. The agony
of exposure, starvation, and arbltra.y execution
reduced the numbeE from 2,000 womer to
120. Desplte the atrocities she suffered, Cerda
found the stren€th to live.

'lm not unique, she says. I was blessed with
fre€dom. Suruiva is a prlvilege and a deep
obligation." For more than 60 yea|s, Kleln has
shared a message of hope, love and humanlty
through books, film documentarles. speakinC
engagements. and the Klein Foundaton which

thatthis can chanee ln the future.'

Gerda finds comicrt through her writing. She
has pub ished elght books for adults and chi-
dren. Her autoblogfaphy, 4I But Mg Lte, was

the bundation forthe Oscar and Erimy winring
documentary On€ Survivor Renenbers. Ihe
Hours After folows up with her liberation and
love affairwith Kurt, a United statesArmy lnte
ll€ence otricer The reader is given an lnumate
glimpse of the couple through the letters they
exchanged while she strugged to escape the
post-war bureaucracy in Europe.

On May 7, 1945, Gerda and the other su rvlvors
were reLeased from a locked bicycle warehouse,
the doors rigged to expode, She weighed only
6a pounds, had white hair, and was one day
from her 2lst birthday. She was dressed ln raes
ard wore a pair of boots that her father had
wisely advised her to put on before he and her
mothef were taken. 'l couldn t have suruived the
march wlthout those boots, says cerda.

It was Kun Kleln who opened the door to thelr
prisor. 'We are Jewish, you know" Cerda said
tohim. 'Soam l , 'heanswered. l twasoneof  the
greatest moments of Cerda's Litu. The two were
marr ied in  Par is  in  I946.

'Comir€ toAmerca was l ike comincto heaven'
she says. "l dldnt know the word trauma. Iwas
so happy ro be here and to be free and with my
beloved husbard. She didn t feel isolated, even
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tlrolgh slrc didf t spe.k an! Ene ish ' stecped
myse f  I  th .  ErCl lsh a re laee Creat  !e  !  lwork
I  Eng sh wlrcn sre te ls  her  s tory.  she te ls  t
i  Err€ lsr  because i ts .as ler  l t  ddnl  happen
n EfC is l r i  t  happened i r  Cermair  '

The Kefs vedln Buf fn lo.  N\ ' lor the r ia lof i t !
o f  thel r  56 yeaf !  Lo€ether  ard had three chi
dren h lo dauehters r rd.  sor .  Thc have I  fe
Cr.n.l.h d.er and a neL! ereat grafdch ld Kuft
passcd ar!e! | 2002. ,nd Cerda in sses h m
elery nronr-a.l 0t every day I n so proud Lhal
my huslrdfd rarrl€d re We lrad . wonderfr
lie togedler and t s lery touer !! thort h nr "

aerda sr ls  N1y l rusband a L!e!s sa d 1ra l  p.  I
should nor be w.sted lt c.n be lsed to lreal.

The srory o i  Krr t  ard Cerdn's  meet i |€  and
te together h.s treen teatved ar Opnh 60

Nl|trtes and CBS Sur.lalt lttorrnrt. Thelr nory
ra5 al!o portrayed in tlrc frlm Lst?r.r! wlri.h
rs permafent y on exh blt at the u s l-lorocaust
Niemor al Museunr rr wrslr rCtof.

'  l r rve no educator  to speak or .  she s.ys
'Tea.heis are nty lt€fo€s Yct tlris romar lras
tauCht  m lons w th her  m€ssa€€ or  hope and
freedom Becaus.  of  her .mazir€ co t rbutons
to h. r .dopted coLnl fy . rAnrer  ca.  she has bee.
honored by the Uf  ted Nators .nd re.e i red
th. L on of Judah awafd. seven Doctorat.s ol
Humane LeLle] l .  a fd corntess ourer  awerds
she has $orked t i  eess!  1o f iehr  hureer
voence af . l  pre ju. l ice and encouraces !ouf€
peop e to cet  r f lo  ved n.ommLni l !  serv ice afd

Lasl year Cerd. toun.led a rrofprohl orgaf z.
ton.a led Ci tzefship Co!nts l i ra l  pro l ides a
. ivcs edrcal ior  cunicuum to middle s. l roo
students The chidref  ut rnat . ly  par  ard
host  e nat l ra i rat  on ceremony I  t l re  r  schoo.
ReLir - "d Supreme Court  Just .e Sandra Dn!
O Connor h i  o i i i .  are at  the March 23 2009
natona znton cerenrony io f  rhe p lot  procranr
of  100 Phoef  r  and s.otLsd.  e s tudef ts  O
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